ans: of local resldents
- took time Tuesday to stand

| for chﬁdren in northeast
| Louisiana who have been }

i abuned or neglected.

‘The event was CASA of |

zolunteers stand

 Northeast Lovisiana's fnate |0

- gural“Stand Up For A Child

So They Can Stand A | |

| Chance” where people gath-.

_ered at American Legion | -
. Hall on Forsythe Avenue to |
. show thﬂraupport for these |
children.

CASA stands for Court

- Appointed Spescral Advo- |
 cates. ‘

Mvmtea
¢ important informa-

?“tmnabcutachﬁdmneedsa :

the best possible home for

an abused or neglected child |

 can be found,

: ﬁle: eyes ;".‘: ; |
- and ears of t‘he court, pro- |

Ohildren who receivehelp | -

 from an advocate are much.
* more likely to find a perma~
- nent placement than chil-
- dren who are left without an
_advocate, and therefore,
: _wxf.hout a voice in court, said
- Erin Stokes with Monroe's

Center for Children and i
Famili

e,

~ CASA volunteers began
2 ,early‘rnasdny morning plac- -

‘ing 200 cardboard cutouts of
children outside Amencan
‘LegionHall. -

- 'The cardboard’ cutouts

j‘-regmsenfed gome oft!ze 800 -

_ children in Ouachita Parish
~ who were abused and neg:-
" lected last year, Stokes said.
In northeast. Lmnsnana,

_there were 1,400 cases of

, ‘_‘-abuse and neglect Iaat yéar.

up for abused children

Citizen photes by Heather Rogers

&ONROE MAYOF? Jamie Mayo, seoond from right, joins GASA wcrkers and suppo:tefs Tuesday to stand Gp for the rights
of abused and neglected children. The event was CASA of Northeast Louisiana’s inaugural “Stand Up For A Child So They

Can Stand A Chance whare people gathered at Amencan Leg:on Hall on Forsytha Avenue to show their s,upport for these

chtldren, ;

ferent txmes of the event.

- “They were here to stand’

here with these kids *o show
- that somebody needs to be
standing with our children
- always,” Stokes said. “We
had some great - support
_ from our local officials and
the public.”

B¢ b R Moo Lta rre_L

Monroa Mayor Jamle
“Mayo, West. Monroe City
Court Judge Jim Norris and
Monroe City Court Judge
Fred Amman were among
those who stood during dlf-;
‘that’s real and it’s'

“Foster childrén. e

going to go away “.’kidh“whu
have been abused is not

‘something we should push

under the rug, Stokes ex-
plained. “This is something
l an some-
thing that should be brought
to light.

‘She said many people in

the area are not aware of the
severity of the issue. Many
people also do not know how
many children in the north-
east Louisiana region ‘are

SEG EORSps, 1RSC S S, s Rt

of those ugly truths that we

‘don’t like to think about
Unless it affects you person-.

ally, you often can avoid it.

“But, the fact is we have a_
very caring commumty We
are known for giving and for

volunteerism. So, 1 know
when people see the truth,
they will act. We have that
kind of community”

CASA of Northeast
Louisiana also is looking for

additional advocates to as-.

sist local children.

e ~an

'I’Imi-sday, Sept. 10 ta train
new volunteers who want to

become an advocate for chlL - o

dren.

The class w:lI ‘be held at -

Center for Children and
Families, iocated at 622 -
Riverside D', Monroe. i
“We want to bring atten-
-tion to our need for people to-
‘become volunteers and be-
come advocates,” Stokes
said. “So, we thought what
better way than to say we
are going to stand for these




